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ment when we shall leave this impure and filthy world which
our feet have trodden for a while. Besides, justice will
speedily be done. With brief delay the wicked shall be
punished for his evil deeds by having to recommence a new
existence here, while the good shall be elevated to the upper
world, where a new, wide-ranging life awaits him, far more
happy and more wise, in truer harmony with the aspirations
of our nature than his previous and miserable existence here.
Then we shall be born again, radiant and strong, with our
memory, our feelings, and our liberty complete.

Thus difficulties vanish, and problems are solved: thus
uncertainty vanishes away, and mysteries which no doctrine,
no religion, no philosophy, could dissipate, and which almost
made us doubt the justice of God, are cleared up. The doctrine
of re-incarnations and prior existences explains everything,
answers everything.

We pass on to one of the most interesting questions of the
doctrine of the pre-existence of souls, the question of children
who have died in infancy. What becomes of children who
die at a few days old, or at the age of eight or ten months, or
at their birth $ Until after all these periods the human soul
. remains quite undeveloped; it is in almost the same rudi-
mentary state as at the hour of its birth. What, then, is the
fate of young children after their death ? The doctrine of the
plurality of existences simplifies this question. It admits that
when an infant dies before it has lived one year (the period of
dentition), its soul remains upon the earth, and does not pass,
like that of a grown man, into the state of a superhuman
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